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Abstract 

The study assessed the incidences and perceived causes of defilement among adolescents in 

Abeokuta North Local Government Area, Ogun State, Nigeria. Multi-stage sampling 

technique was used to select a total of 120 respondents for the study.  Questionnaire was 

used to elicit information from the respondents. Data collected was analysed using 

frequency counts, percentages, mean, standard deviation and regression analysis. The result 

shows that 62.5% of the respondents were between the age range of 16-19 years with a 

mean age of 16 years and 46.7% of the respondents were Christians. Result further showed 

that 55.8% of the respondents have been defiled, 40.8% were defiled when they were 

between 11-15 years, 25.8%, 9.2%  were defiled by their friends and casual acquaintance 

respectively. Cases of child sexual abuse common in the study area were exploitative use of 

children in pornography performance (40.8%) and inducement or coercion to engage in 

unlawful sexual activity (36.7%). The perceived causes of defilement were lack of fear of 

God (mean=2.72), broken families (mean=2.70) and lack of parental guidance (mean=2.66). 

The result of hypotheses test shows that there is significant relationship (p≤0.05) between 

mothers’ educational level (β=-1.329) and fathers’ educational level (β=1.855) and causes 

of defilement.  The study concluded that causes of defilement were lack of parental 

guidance, broken families and lack of fear of God. It was therefore recommended that 

parents, caregivers and religious leader should ensure that they give proper guidance and 

counseling to children in order to prevent them of being victim of child defilement.   

Key words:  Incidences, perceived Causes and Means of Defilement, 

Adolescents 
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 INTRODUCTION 

Sexual violence of children is a violation 

of human rights and a serious public 

health problem. The World Report on 

Violence and Health defines sexual 

violence as, “any sexual act, attempt to 

obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual 

comments or advances or acts to traffic 

or otherwise, directed against a person’s 

sexuality using coercion, by any person 

regardless of their relationship to the 

victim” (Krug et al., 2002). The World 

Health Organization (WHO) defines 

coercion as a broad concept that includes 

psychological intimidation and threats of 

harm – not just physical force. As stated 

by the WHO and the United Nations, 

sexual violence includes a broad range of 

acts, including attempted or forced sexual 

intercourse, unwanted sexual contact, 

making a woman or child engage in a 

sexual act without consent, unwanted 

sexual comments, sexual molestation of 

children, genital mutilation, sexual 

harassment, forced sexual initiation, forced 

prostitution, trafficking with sexual 
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purposes among others (UN Secretary 

General, 2006). 

According to Biodun (2010) sexual 

violence and defilement are serious and 

heinous crime of violence which one 

person can commit against another 

fellow human being.  The definition of 

sexual defilement varies in different 

jurisdictions as there is no universally 

accepted legal definition to it. Sexual 

defilement is any sexual activity that is 

undesired by one participant but forced 

on them nonetheless, especially when 

considered to be more sustained or 

frequent than an incident of sexual 

assault (Briere and Elliot, 2012). Sexual 

defilement can also be defined as a 

physical attack of a sexual nature on 

another person or a sexual act committed 

without explicit consent (Kendall-Tackett 

and Marshal, 2013). Most of the victims 

of defilement are children. A child by 

definition, under the Child’s Rights Act 

(CRA), is any person under the age of 18 

years (Child’s Right Act, 2003) Again, 

the Cyber Crime (Prohibition, 

Prevention) Act, 2015 in section 23 

particularly subsection defines a child or 

minor to mean any person below 18 

years of age. By all standards, a child is 

vulnerable compared to the adult and as 

such he/she require care and protection 

from anything that may occasion harm or 

threat to his/her well-being.  

In view of the above definition of a child, 

child sexual defilement was defined by 

the African Network for the Prevention 

and Protection against Child Abuse and 

Neglect (ANPPCAN) (2007) as a 

behaviour that exposes a child below 18 

years of age to sexual content or which 

the child is used to obtain sexual 

stimulation and gratification. ANPPCAN 

definition of child sexual defilement 

places emphasis on penetration. The 

majority of sexual defilement of children 

is carried out by someone who may be 

known to the child (victim), such as their 

own fathers, neighbours or indeed any 

close associate. Sexual defilement of 

children devastates the lives of the 

children and their families causing severe 

physical and psychological pain and 

suffering, including death, and sexually 

transmitted infectious diseases (Lisak, 

2011).  It is a form of gender-based 

violence which knows no border. Sexual 

defilement of children is a global 

pandemic affecting both the children of 

various classes and both the educated and 

uneducated, regardless of their race, ethnic 

background or religion. Sadly, female 

children are the most affected of this crime 

(ibid) 

Data on the extent and severity of 

defilement cases among boys and girls 

indicate that it is happening in all cultures 

of the world. Prevalence rates of sexual 

abuse have been difficult to determine for 

various reasons; estimates have widely 

varied as a result of different definitions of 

the term and the sensitive nature of the 

phenomenon. Shame and stigma 

experienced by victims are a disincentive 

to reporting its occurrence (Saewyc etal., 

2003).World Health Organisation (WHO) 

estimates that about 223 million children 

(150 million girls and 73 million boys) 

have experienced forced sexual intercourse 

or other forms of sexual violence globally 

(UNVAC, 2006). Pereda et al. (2009) 

reported that the global prevalence of child 

sexual abuse has been estimated at 19.7 

per cent for females and 7.9 per cent for 

male. Perede, et al. (2009), stated that, “all 

the studies agree that child sexual abuse is 

a much more widespread problem than 

previously estimated and even the lowest 

prevalence rates include a large number of 

victims who need to be taken into account. 

The incidence of sexual defilement of 

children in Nigeria has become more 

rampant with more cases being reported 

for prosecution by authorities (Finkelhar 

(2008). This mysterious crime often taking 

place within the family environment and 
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society usually leaves indelible marks on 

victims with negative manifestations 

later on in life. While it can be very 

difficult to acknowledge that sexual 

defilement of children happens every 

day, sexual abuse of children has become 

the subject of great community concern 

and the focus of many legislative and 

professional initiatives (Akpoghome and 

Nwano (2016). The rising spate of 

defilement of children in our society, at 

least the fraction reported by the media, 

indeed calls for serious concern and 

makes the study an apt one. Statistics 

indicate that there is an increase in the 

number of defilement cases reported but 

very few defilement cases are 

prosecuted. While there are a number of 

sexual offences against children, 

defilement is the most prominent. Many 

children are defiled by people they know 

such as biological fathers, step fathers, 

relatives, religious leaders and care-

givers.  

 

Theoretical framework for the study 

Two major theories namely; the Agenda 

Setting and Theory of Reasoned Action 

were thoroughly examined by the 

researcher and found to be relevant to 

this study. These are discussed in greater 

details below. 

 

Agenda Setting Theory  

The use of Agenda Setting Theory in 

dissemination of information cannot be 

over emphasised. The mass media is said 

to have influence on the formation of 

public opinion as well as the public 

agenda. It is quite undeniable that the 

media has a very powerful influence on 

the members of the general public. As a 

result of this, the masses heavily depend 

on the media coverage to raise public 

awareness on a number of important 

issues.  

As it has been argued before, mass 

communication plays an extremely 

important role in our society. Its purpose 

is to inform the public about current and 

past events through the newspapers, books 

and television (Sanchez, 2002). However, 

as it passes on the information to the 

public, the media sets the agenda by 

determining which matters should be 

brought up for public debate and deciding 

their order of importance. In this way, it 

reflects to the public what it finds 

important and thereby setting the agenda 

for public discussion. The agenda setting 

research has shown that there is a 

correlation between what the media deems 

to be important and salient in the public 

mind (Ecoff, 2002). The media is 

therefore, a very powerful tool in 

informing the community about the 

welfare of children. In recent years, issues 

of child sexual abuse (CSA) have been 

reported at least on a daily basis on 

television, print and the electronic media 

and hence people are beginning to know 

about the scourge and its effects on 

children (Jalasi, 2006). Organisations 

dealing with children such as the 

department of Child Development, Social 

Welfare and others depend on the media 

by focusing on the issues receiving more 

media coverage. In this way too, the media 

also influences these organisations’ 

agenda. It has also been argued that 

organisations can also form their own 

agenda and then pass it to the media to 

communicate to the public. In this way, 

organisations play an important role in 

setting the agenda through media 

campaigns and advertisements on 

important social issues depending on how 

the media communicates the information 

to the public (Jalasi, 2006). The relevance 

of Agenda Setting as a theory to the 

researcher is that the media plays a critical 

role in the dissemination of information to 

the general public on important social 

issues such as child defilement to the 

extent that what has been reported in the 

media becomes the subject of discussion 

and attention. For instance, defilement 

cases that had been reported on Radio, 

television, print media have helped to 

awaken the public’s interest in this matter. 
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This is because information carried on in 

the media has great impact on the people. 

They are likely to discuss what they read 

from newspapers, see on television or 

hear on radio for a very long time. This 

consequently changes some of their 

perceptions on important social issues.  

 

Theory of Reasoned Action  

The theory of Reasoned Action assumes 

that individuals consider behaviour’s 

consequences before planning the 

particular behaviour. As a result, 

intention is an important factor in 

determining behaviour and behaviour 

change. Ajzen (1985: 11) believes that 

intentions develop from an individual’s 

perception of behaviour as positive or 

negative together with the individual’s 

impression of the way their society 

perceives the same behaviour. Thus, 

personal attitude and social pressure 

shape intention, which is essential to 

performance of a behaviour and 

consequently behavioural change. In line 

with the problem of child defilement, it is 

increasingly becoming abundantly clear 

from research that most child defilers are 

influenced to commit this crime on the 

advice of traditional healers and 

witchdoctors who prescribe to them 

having sex with a virgin as a way to get 

cured from HIV and AIDS. Others are 

also involved in ritual practices where 

they are advised to have sex with virgins 

so that their businesses are boosted and 

they become super rich instantly 

(Mwanja, 2003).  

 

In view of the above, this study will 

assessed incidences and perceived causes 

of defilement among adolescents in 

Abeokuta North Local Government Area, 

Ogun State, Nigeria. To achieve the 

overall objective, this study specifically 

described the socio-economic 

characteristics of the respondents, 

incidences of defilement among 

adolescents in the study area, cases of 

child sexual abuse and causes of 

defilement in the study area. This study 

also investigated the validity of the 

hypothesis stated in null form: 

H01: there is no significant relationship 

between socio-economic characteristics 

and causes of defilement 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Abeokuta North Local Government is one 

of the twenty Local Governments that 

makes up Ogun state. The Local 

Government has its headquarters at 

Akomoje in the Iberekodo area of 

Abeokuta Ogun State Capital. The local 

government first came into existence in the 

1981, as Abeokuta South Local 

Government the same year to make up the 

defunct Abeokuta Local Government. It 

however re-emerges again on 27th of 

September 1991 when the Federal 

Government moved closer to the people at 

grass root.  

Abeokuta North Local Government shares 

boundaries with Odeda local government 

at the North, Ewekoro local Government at 

South, Abeokuta South Local Government 

at East, and Yewa local Government at 

west. Abeokuta local government has an 

area of 808km2  having coordinate 7012iN 

30121E / 7.2000N 3.2000E and according to 

2006 census Abeokuta North has a 

population of 201,329 people; more than 

90% of the area is made of rural area 

although about 75% of the people live in 

the urban area of the Local government.  

The local government has eighty-six (86) 

public primary schools and twenty-seven 

(27) secondary schools, having lots of 

private investment in the education 

industry. Abeokuta North local 

government traditionally has four 

areas/communities namely: Oke Ona 

Egba, Gbagura, Owu, Oke-Ogun with total 

of number of 16 electoral wards namely: 

Ago-Odo/Ikereku/Ilawo Ward, Ikija Ward, 

Ago Oko ward, Elega housing/ Imala 

ward, Iberekodo/Ilugun ward, Ita Ota/ 

Gbagura, Ago/ Ika, Ijaiye Kukudi ward, 

Lafenwa/Afonta ward, Sabo/ Ayetoro 
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Garage ward, Oke Ago/ Owu ward, 

Totoro/ Oke Sokori ward, Ita Oshin/ 

Olomore ward, Olorunda/ Ijale ward, 

Imala Orile/ Idi-Emi ward, Ibara Orile 

ward. 

Population of Study 

The population of the study was 

adolescents of Abeokuta North Local 

Government, Ogun State Nigeria. 

 Sampling procedure and sample size 

Multi stage sampling technique was used 

to select the adolescents for the study. 

The selection procedure is as follows: the 

first stage was random selection of six 

(6) wards out of the sixteen (16) wards in 

Abeokuta north local Government of 

Ogun state. This was follow by random 

selection of two (2) communities from 

each of the selected wards to give twelve 

(12) communities. Finally, ten (10) 

adolescents was conveniently sampled 

from each of the selected communities to 

give one hundred and twenty (120) 

respondents for the study 

Measurement of variables 

Incidences of child defilement was 

measured at the nominal level on  a two-

point rating scale of yes (2), no (1). 

Cases of child sexual abuse was 

measured at the nominal level on a two-

point rating scale as yes (2), no (1). 

Perceive causes of child defilement was 

measured at ordinal level on three point 

rating scale of major (3), minor (2) and 

not a cause (1). 

Data analysis 

Data was collected with the aid of an 

interview guide and analyzed using 

frequency counts, percentages, mean, 

standard deviation and Logit regression 

analysis. 

The Binary Logistic regression model 

Prob (Y=1/X) = ln ( Pi/1- Pi) =  βo + 

β1X1 + β2X2 + β3X3 + β4X4+ β5X5 + β6X6 

+ β7X7 + β8X8 

Pi = Probability that rural women we 

used biogas 

Y = 1= high , 0=low 

βo = constant 

X1=age (measured at interval level as 

actual year of the respondents) 

X2=marital status (single=1, married=0) 

X3= religion (Christianity=1, Islam=0, 

traditional=0) 

X4= Ethnicity (Yoruba=1, Igbo=0, 

Igede=0) 

X5= respondents educational status (No 

formal education=1, Primary education=0, 

Secondary education=0, Tertiary 

education=0) 

X6= Parents marital status (married=1, 

divorced=0, separated=0, widowed=0) 

X7= fathers and mothers educational level 

(no formal education=1, primary 

education=0, secondary education=0, 

tertiary education=0) 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Socio-economic characteristics of 

respondents 

The result in Table 1 showed that 50.8% of 

the respondents were male and 49.2% 

were female. The age distribution shows 

that 37.5 % of the respondents were below 

15 years and 62.5% were between 16-19 

years. This shows that they are mostly 

adolescents. Their mean age was 16 years 

which is in line with World Health 

Organization (2018) report that 

adolescents are young people between the 

ages of 10 and 19 years.   

 

Incidences of defilement among the 

respondents  

Table 2 revealed that more than half 

(55.8%) of the respondents had been 

involved in one form of defilement or the 

other. The result also showed that 40.8% 

of the respondents were involved in 

defilement when they were between 11 - 

15 years of age which is the stage of 

physical changes and development of 

sexual organs. This is supported by Kaplan 

(2004) who states that they are key 

development changes that adolescents 

experience during their transition from 

childhood to adulthood and most 

adolescent were involved in defilement at 
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early stage of their life. Also, Pereda et 

al. (2009) reported that the global 

prevalence of child sexual abuse has 

been estimated at 19.7 per cent for 

females and 7.9 per cent for male. When 

ask who defiled them, 25.8% said they 

were defiled by their opposite friends 

while 9.2% said they were defiled by 

casual acquaintance. Many children are 

defiled by people they know such as 

biological fathers, step fathers, relatives, 

religious leaders and care-givers. This 

agrees with Blumen (1994) who posited 

that most children that experience 

defilement was perpetrated by Friends 

and close acquaintances to them. 

 

Cases of child sexual abuse common in 

the study area  

The result in Table 3 revealed cases of 

child sexual abuse common in the study 

area. The cases of child sexual abuse in 

the study area were exploitative use of 

children in pornography performance 

(40.8%) , inducement or coercion to 

engage in unlawful sexual activity 

(36.7%) and exploitative use of child in 

prostitution or unlawful sexual practices, 

caressed (26.7%). According to Eze-

Anab (n.d) child sexual abuse means 

abusive physical contact, touching a 

child's genitals or private parts for sexual 

purposes, making a child touch someone 

else's genitals or play sexual games, 

Putting objects or body parts (like 

fingers, tongue or penis) inside the 

vagina, in the mouth or in the anus of a 

child for sexual purposes, showing 

pornography to a child, deliberately 

exposing an adult's genitals to a child, 

photographing a child in sexual poses, 

encouraging a child to watch or hear 

sexual act, inappropriately watching a 

child undress or use the bathroom. 

Hence, parents and guardians should 

look after their children and wards to 

prevent them from watching 

pornography and other means of a 

seduction means related to sexual abuse. 

This finding is in line with Fournier de 

Saint Mau, (1999) who reported that 

child pornography is the consequence of 

the exploitation or sexual abuse 

perpetrated against a child. 

 

Perceived causes of defilement by 

respondents 

The result in Table 4 revealed the 

perceived causes of defilement by the 

respondents. The causes were ranked 

according to their mean. The result 

revealed that lack of fear of God ( =2.72) 

was raked first ( =2.72)  , poverty/ broken 

family( =2.70) was ranked second, lack 

of parental guidance ( =2.66) and peer 

influence ( =2.66) were ranked third 

respectively, parent neglect ( =2.65) and 

moral decay in the society ( =2.65) were 

ranked fifth respectively. This implies that 

broken families can lead to lack of parental 

guidance and thereby exposing adolescents 

to defilement cases. The result of this 

finding is in line with Nundwe (2003) 

found poverty and lack of parental care 

can motivate some adolescents to engage 

in prostitution in order to make ends meet 

and thereby escalate the incidences of 

defilement. 

 

 

The result in Table 5 shows the test of 

relationship between socio economic 

characteristics and causes of defilement. 

The result revealed that there is a 

significant relationship (p≤0.05) between 

the ethnicity of respondents (β=1.963), 

mother’s educational level (β=-1.329) and 

father’s educational level (β=1.855). It can 

conclude that there is a significant 

relationship between ethnicity of 

respondents, parent’s educational level and 

the causes of defilement. The roles of 

parents, guardians and the society (i.e. 

schools, media and other educational 

institutions), no doubt extend to provision 

of sex education early in the lives of the 

children. This implies that the level of 

education of the father or mother can go a 

long way in educating their children on 
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sexual abuse and related sexual violence. 

This agrees with Batunzi and Kadoma 

(1997) who posited that parental role in 

child development and protection is 

important. 

 

CONCLUSION AND 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The study concluded that lack of fear of 

God, poverty/ broken family, lack of 

parental guidance, peer influence, parent 

neglect and moral decay in the society 

are the causes of child defilement. It is 

therefore recommended that there should 

be increased public awareness on the 

laws addressing child defilement and 

other crime related to sexual abuse. 

Policy makers should make policies and 

laws to protect children in order to 

decrease the prevalence of child abuse. 

Also, leaders of religious groups should 

mount vociferous preaching on the evil 

of moral degeneration which is one of the 

causes of the resurgence of this sad 

prevalence of child abuse and defilement.  
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Table 1: socio-economic characteristics of the 

adolesecent 

Variables  Frequency (%) Mean  Standard deviation (S.D) 

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Age 

≤15 

16-19   

Religion 

Christianity 

Islamic 

Traditional  

No religion 

Marital status 

Single  

Married  

Ethnicity 

Yoruba 

Igbo 

Hausa  

Others  

Family size (persons) 

≤5 

6-10 

11-15 

16-20 

Respondents’ educational level 

No formal schooling 

Primary 

Secondary 

Tertiary  

Parents’ marital status 

Married  

Divorced 

Separated  

Widowed 

Fathers’ educational level 

No formal education  

Primary  

Secondary  

Tertiary  

Don’t know 

Mothers’ educational level 

No formal education 

Primary 

Secondary 

Tertiary  

Don’t know    

 

 

 

 

61(50.8) 

39(49.2) 

 

45(37.5) 

75(62.5) 

 

56(46.7) 

46(38.3) 

10(8.3) 

8(6.6) 

 

114(95.0) 

6(5.0) 

 

85(70.8) 

19(15.8) 

12(10.0) 

4(3.3) 

 

60(49.9) 

47(39.1) 

9(7.5) 

4(3.3) 

 

5(4.2) 

21(17.5) 

67(55.8) 

27(22.5) 

 

85(70.8) 

12(10.0) 

12(10.0) 

11(9.2) 

 

19(15.8) 

12(10.0) 

35(29.2) 

40(33.3) 

14(11.7) 

 

17(14.2) 

18(15.0) 

34(28.3) 

43(35.8) 

8(6.7) 
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1.861 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.467 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Incidences of defilement 

common in the study  

S/N Variable F(%) 

1 Were you involved in 

any form of 

defilement? 

Yes 

No 

 

67 (55.8) 

53 (44.2) 

2 If yes, at what age? 

≤10 

11-15 

16-20 

 

11(9.1) 

49(40.8) 

8(6.7) 

 

3 Who was your 

partner in defilement 

act 

Friends  

Fathers 

Mothers 

Casual acquaintance  

Others 

 

31(25.8) 

3(2.5) 

2(1.7) 

11(9.2) 

4(3.3) 

Note: Others include: aunt, uncle, cousins 

 

Table 3: Cases of child sexual abuse 

reported in the study area 

Variables  Yes  

F (%) 

No  

F (%) 

Exploitative use of 

children in 

pornography 

performance 

Inducement or 

coercion to engage 

in unlawful sexual 

activity 

Exploitative use of 

child in prostitution 

or unlawful sexual 

practices  

49(40.8) 

44(36.7) 

32(26.7) 

 

71(59.2) 

76(63.3) 

88(73.3) 
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Table 4: Perceived causes of defilement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 5: Test of relationship between socio-economic 

characteristics and causes of defilement. 

Variables  β Standard 

error 

T p-

value 

Decision 

Sex 0.861 1.382 0.624 0.535 Not 

significant 

Age 0.198 0.433 0.457 0.649 Not 

Significant 

Religion -

0.929 

0.619 -

1.500 

0.137 Not 

Significant 

Marital 

status 

-

5.219 

3.569 -

1.462 

0.147 Not 

Significant 

Ethnicity 1.963 0.937 2.094 0.039  

Significant 

Family size 0.047 0.210 0.225 0.823 Not 

Significant 

Respondent’s 

educational 

level 

0.596 1.163 0.512 0.610 Not 

Significant 

Parent’s 

marital status 

0.364 0.676 0.056 0.591 Not 

Significant 

Father’s 

educational 

level 

-

1.329 

0.670 -

0.246 

0.050  

Significant 

Mother’s 

educational 

level 

1.855 0.640 0.333 0.005 Significant 

    

Decision criteria: reject null  

hypothesis if P≤0.05, accept null hypothesis if P >0.05 

 

S/N Variables Major causes 

F (%) 

Minor Causes 

F (%) 

Not a cause 

F (%) 
 

SD Rank 

1. Lack of fear of God  86 (71.7) 31 (25.8) 3 (2.5) 2.72 0.594 1st 

2. Poverty/broken families 74 (61.7) 36 (30.0) 10 (8.3) 2.70 1.493 2nd 

3. Lack of parental guidance 85 (70.8) 29 (24.2) 6 (5.0) 2.66 0.572 3rd 

4. Peer influence 83 (69.2) 33 (27.5) 4 (3.3) 2.66 0.542 3rd  

5. Parent neglect 86 (71.7) 26 (21.7) 8(6.7) 2.65 0.603 5th 

6. Moral decay in  society 78 (65.0) 42 (35.0) - 2.65 0.479 5th  

 

7. Poor dressing code 78 (65.0) 36 (30.0) 6 (5.0) 2.60 0.586 7th 

8. Drug abuse/alcoholism 63 (52.5) 53 (44.2) 4 (3.3) 2.49 0.565 8th 

9 Lack of enforcement of law on 

defilement 

63 (52.5) 40 (33.3) 17 (14.2) 2.38 0.724 9th 

10. Poor performance/enforcement of 

legal institutions 

53 (44.2) 51 (42.5) 

16 (13.3) 

2.31 0.696  

10th 

11. Overcrowded homes 54 (45.0) 44 (36.7) 22 (18.3) 2.27 0.753 11th 


